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EU Trademark Manual 
 

EU trademarks are easily filed online through the GlobalIPCo.com online filing system. 
 
Rights 
 
An EU trademark registration prevents others from using a brand name / logo / slogan 
which is the same as, or confusingly similar to, your trademark registration in the 
European Union (i.e. all 27 EU member States, excluding the UK, Switzerland and 
Norway).  

 
We file only high quality EU trademarks 

 
The GlobalIPCo system does not file all EU trademark applications. We only file EU 
trademarks for high quality word marks that are distinctive. At present, we do not file 
EU trademarks for logos. 
 
Before filing an EU trademark, each application must pass: 
- an automated distinctiveness test; and 
- a manual vetting process. 

Our selective approach to EU trademark filings ensures that we file only EU trademarks 
that: 
- have a low risk of being opposed; and 
- should be registered quickly, 

… keeping the price low. 
 
We do not offer EU trademark registrability search services, as each trademark 
application we file must first pass our automated distinctiveness test. 

 
Filing an EU trademark through GlobalIPCo 

 
1. Register on GlobalIPCo.com (there is no subscription / license fee. You are only 

charged for actions instructed) 
 

2. If you are a law firm, we will give you access to EU trademarks 
 

3. Select "New Cases" > "Europe" > "Trademark" in the navigation bar on the left side 
and complete the EU trademark application form: 
 

Mark / Logo page 
 

• Your reference: This is the reference used within your business to identify the 
trademark application. 

 
 
 



 

 
 

• Type of mark:  
 

Word mark 
 

• Word mark: Type the word/s of the trademark, e.g. GLOBAL IP CO. 
 
The system does not file image marks (e.g. logos). 

 

 
 
• Class: Select a class (whether for goods or services). 

 
The official fees are: first class €850; second class €50; each subsequent class 
€150. 
 

 



 

 
 

• Goods / Services: Select Goods / Services from the list of harmonized Goods 
/ Services. Harmonised Goods / Services have been pre-approved by the 
EUIPO, reducing the risk of related office actions from the EUIPO. 
 
The system does not permit you to add your own custom Goods / Services. 
 
Tip: Use the find function (e.g. Command-F) to find your Goods / Services. 

 

 
 

Repeat for additional classes. 
 

• Get Score (automated distinctiveness test): Your score needs to exceed 80% 
for us to file the EU trademark. 

 
If your score is below 80%, consider: changing the Goods / Services, classes 
and/or the word mark. 
 
A distinctiveness score above 80% does not mean that your trademark will 
be granted. It merely indicates to us that your trademark has a high degree 
of distinctiveness. Even if your trademark achieves a distinctiveness score 
above 80%, the EUIPO may still find your trademark to be descriptive or 
offensive. Furthermore, third parties (with registered trademarks or 
common law rights may still oppose your trademark application. 

 



 

 
 

 
 

• Applicant’s details: Enter the applicant’s name, physical address, telephone 
number and email. Co-applicants are permitted. 
 
The applicant may be a natural person, a juristic person (e.g. a company) or 
a trust 
 
Do not use the telephone number or email of an agent. The details must be 
those of the applicant. The EUIPO checks for common contact details across 
multiple applicants to ensure that applicant’s details are those of the 
applicant. 
 
Once your trademark is registered, should the EUIPO consider a 
subsequently filed EU trademark to be similar to your trademark, the EUIPO 
will notify the applicant of the subsequently filed EU trademark using the 
applicant’s contact details provided, should your trademark registration no 
longer record an EU agent as a representative. 
 
Note: If the applicant is a legal entity, after selecting the country, the drop-
down list assists you to select the type of “company type”.  

 



 

 
 

 
 

• Priority: Enter the priority date, number and country. Also indicate whether 
the priority document is in “English, French, German, Italian or Spanish” or 
“other”. 

 
Priority may be claimed from a trademark filed during the previous 6 months 
in accordance with the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial 
Property. 
 
Where the priority document is in English, French, German, Italian or 
Spanish, no English translation is required. However, where the priority 
document is in another language, a certified English translation is required. 
 
Although, the EUIPO permits priority documents to be lodged within 3 
months of the filing date of the trademark application, our system does not 



 

 
 

provide for late-lodgment of priority documents (or translations thereof). 
Our system requires all documents to be uploaded on filing. 

 

 
 
• Uploads: No signed documents need to be uploaded. If priority is claimed, a 

copy of the priority document must be uploaded. If the priority document is 
not in English, French, German, Italian or Spanish, a certified English 
translation of the priority document is also required. 

 
The EUIPO does not require a certified copy of the priority document. 
However, it must be an official document issued by a trademarks office that 
includes: the number, date, country, class and list of goods / services. 

 

 
 



 

 
 

• Pay: The cost to file an EU trademark application is: 
 
€100 plus the official fee plus a payment processing fee. 
 
The official fee is: first class €850; second class €50; each subsequent class 
€150. 
 
The payment processing fee is: 
- 5% + 1.8 SEK for credit cards; and 
- 5% + 2.4 SEK for Alipay and WeChat Pay. 
 
For payment, you will be directed to our EU agent’s STRIPE account and the 
invoice will be issued in our EU agent’s name, DigIP. 
 
Due to the high official fee, GlobalIPCo does not offer payment of EU 
trademarks “on account”. 
 
This payment covers: (i) our fee; (ii) our agent’s professional fee for filing the 
EU trademark application, publication, receipt of the registration certificate; 
(iii) official fees payable to EUIPO; and (iv) disbursements. The only 
additional costs that may he incurred relate to possible opposition of the 
trademark application by third parties and renewal fees (payable every 10 
years following the filing date). 
 
After payment, the trademark application will undergo a manual vetting 
process by our EU agent before being filed with the EUIPO. If our agent 
considers your trademark to be descriptive, your payment will be reversed 
and the application cancelled. 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
Process 
 
1. Partially complete the online EU trademark application form on GlobalIPCo.com. 

 
2. Pass our automated distinctiveness test. 

 
3. Complete the online EU trademark application form and make payment by credit 

card. 
 

4. If your trademark application passes the manual vetting process by our EU agent, it 
will be filed with the EUIPO (alternatively, the filing instruction will be cancelled 
and your payment reversed). 
 

5. We will send you an EU trademark application number and filing receipt within a 
couple of Swedish business days of filing. 
 

6. The EUIPO checks the EU trademark application for: 
• distinctiveness and whether it contravenes public policy or morality; 
• formalities; 
• priority claims; 



 

 
 

• classification; and 
• proper indication of nature of goods / services, 
raising an office action if there is any objection. 
 
Our EU agent will endeavour to respond to office actions raised by the EUIPO 
without additional cost. However, if: (a) the EUIPO issues an office action that 
raises objection to registration of the word mark in all the selected classes; and (b) 
our agent considers that the objections by the EUIPO based on distinctiveness, 
public policy or morality cannot be overcome, you may: 

• permit the trademark application to be withdrawn, in which event the “filing 
to publication” payment will be refunded; or 

• transfer the case to another firm to prosecute the trademark application to 
grant, in which event you will be refunded the €100 professional fee. 

 
If the EUIPO does not raise objections to registration of the word mark in one class, 
but objects to registration of the word mark in other classes, you may either permit: 
(a) our EU agent to exclude the classes against which an objection was raised 
(without refund); or (b) transfer the case to another firm to prosecute the 
trademark application to grant (without refund). 
 
No payment is refunded after the trademark application is published (even if some 
of the classes are rejected by the EUIPO). 

 
7. The EUIPO prepares a search report, a copy of which will be emailed to you. 

 
8. Your EU trademark application is typically published within 1 month of filing, with 

the EUIPO notifing owners of identical or similar marks of their right to oppose 
your trademark application.  

 
No notice of acceptance is issued in respect of EU trademark applications. 

 
9. Your EU trademark application lies open to opposition for 3 months from 

publication. 
 
If the trademark application is opposed, you may: 
• engage our EU agent directly to deal with the opposition at a cost to be 

agreed upon between you and our EU agent; or 
• transfer the case to another firm to deal with the opposition and prosecute 

the trademark application to grant. 
 

10. If the opposition period expires without opposition, the trademark registration 
certificate should be issued within 4-6 months of filing. 
 
Certificates are issued in electronic format only. 



 

 
 

 
11. After registration, you will need to decide whether to: 

• retain our agent as the legal representative for your trademark (at a cost to be 
agreed between you and our agent); 

• appoint a substitute legal representative; or  
• remove our agent as the legal representative of your trademark, in which 

event, the EUIPO will post future communications directly to the applicant. 
 
Note: If the applicant is not an EU resident, the applicant may only deal with the 
EUIPO through an EU agent that is recorded as such against the trademark. 

 
Timeline 
 

Examination: within 1 month of filing 
Publication: within 1 month of filing. Trademarks are open to 

opposition for 3 months, calculated from the publication 
date 

Issuance of certificate: within 4-6 months of filing (where no opposition)  
 

Renewal 
 

An EU trademark must be renewed on the tenth anniversary of the filing date and 
every ten years thereafter. The renewal window opens 6 months before the due date 
and renewals may be late-paid during the 6 month grace period. 
 
The official renewal fees are: €850 for the first class, €50 for the second class and €150 
for the third and each additional class. 
 
Renewal of EU trademarks filed through GlobalIPCo are processed by the 
PayAnnuity.com online renewal system. 

 
 
Dig IP (Sweden) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


